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PERCENTAGE COEFFICIENT OF 
VARIATION * 
The amount of variation in population having different means is 
compared using the coefficient of variation. 
_ ~ . „ ~ . .. Standard deviation 
Coefficient of variation -
 A r i t h m e t i c M e a n 
where standard deviation is the amount of variation that can 
possibly deviate from the calculated arithmetic mean. 
,,,-litf 
.•. Standard deviation = , 
n - 1 
V 
The coefficient of variation is usually quantified in terms of 
percentage (percentage coefficient of variation). 
Percentage coefficient of _ Standard deviation
 in_ 
variation — Arithmetic mean X 
* Prepared by K. Kannan, School of Pathobiology, Department of 
Zoology, University of Madras, Madras-600 005. 
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